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STRICTURE OF THE RECTUM 


In which the Calibre of the Intestine 
was wholly obliterated. 


By Dr. Joun Stevens, Lic. Mass. 
and N. Y. Med. Soc. 


Mrs. D., of Charlestown, aged 48 
years, had, for the most part of her 
life, enjoyed good health. + In July, 
1828, she was taken with pain in 
the bowels, accompanied with con- 
stipation, vomiting, rigors, &c. 
The pain was rather unusual, com- 
ing on at intervals, and very nearly 
resembling the pains which take 
place in the last stage of labor. I 
made an examination per vaginam, 
and found the uterus enlarged and 
apparently pressing hard upon the 
rectum. She had not menstruated 
for more than four months, aud 
was persuaded that the womb was 
affected. I pushed the uterus 
backwards and upwards, as far as 

ossible, and requested her to keep 
in a recumbent posture,—bled her 
freely, gave her an infusion of sen- 
na, and blistered the abdomen. On 
the fourth day she had an evacua- 
tion, which gave partial relief, but 
the pain still continued very se- 
vere. I gave Pil. Hyd. with Ex- 
tract Conii, a pill every six hours, 
and she gradually recovered ; since 
which time Mrs. D. has suffered 
much from constipation of the bow- 
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els, having had a similar attack as 
often as once in every five or six 
weeks, which has lasted from five 
to eight days, but finally yielded to’ 
the same mode of treatment. 
June 16th, 1829, I was again 
called to visit Mrs. D., and found 
that she had had no fecal evacua- 
tion for some days, probably ten 
or twelve. The precise time could 
not be ascertained. Her pulse 
were good, and there were no feb- 
rile symptoms ; her pains were se- 
vere, and as above described, simi- 
lar to travail pains, but there was 
no enlargement of the uterus. She 
had taken a dose of the Sulph. 
Magnesia, and also a dose of the 
Compound Tincture of Aloes, with- 
out effect; but after retaining them 
on the stomach for some hours, had 
thrown them up. I gave a decoc- 
tion of senna, manna, and jalap, 
and enemas of the same. 
17th.—No better. Gave Hyd. 
Subm. gr. x., Pulv. Jalap. gr. xx., 
and continued enemas. 
18th.—No better. Much rum- 
bling in the bowels, as has been 
usual in every attack. Gave Ol. 
Ricini et Ol. Terebinth. 
19th.—No better. Continued 
enemas and used warm bath. 
20th.—No better. Gave Sulph. 
Soda, as much as the stomach 
would bear, through the day. 
2ist.—No better. Gave ae 
of Hyd. Subm., Jalap and Colo- 
cynth ; continued enemas and used 
friction. 
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poral muscle ; and then, and for 
some time after, asserted that a tooth 


Was drawn during the operation. 


March 10th.—Still pain as 
above, and also very severe in the 
two first molar teeth, extending to 
the occiput ; very restless and ir- 
ritable; at had, since last evening, 
a difficulty of swallowing. 

1ith.—Slight delirium yester- 
day ; pain in the head constant ; 
saliva from the affected side ; de- 
glutition painful ; pulse 104. 

~12th.— Better ; but while swal- 
lowing feels great vertigo. 
13th.—Ptyalism diminished; ex- 
torated some. bloody mucus. 
xamined the wound, which had 
healed with the exception of the 
place kept open by the ligature. 
25th.—Endeavors to withdraw 
the ligature cause great pain in the 
above-mentioned teeth. 

April ist.—Ligature removed 
without further pain in the teeth. 

4th.—Discharged. 

July 1st.—The above patient is 
now in good health, nor has she 
experienced any inconvenience since 
she left the House. The tumor 
has entirely disappeared. © 

La Grange Place, Boston, 


Communicated for the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 


IRREGULAR GESTATION, | 
A Case exhibiting some singular 
Phenomena in Parturition. 
By Joun Homans, M.D. 


Mr. Epitor,—The following ex- 
traordinary case having recently 
occurred to me, I beg to make it 
public through your Journal. 

In September, 1827, Mrs. N., 
who had been married several 
months, supposed herself pregnant 
from indications which rarely de- 


ceive. From this time until the 
third month, morning sickuess at- 
tended her ; she increase<i in size 
until between the sixth and seventh 
month, when there was au evident 
diminution, so that by the ninth 
month she was not larger than at 
the fourth. At this time she was 
seized with regular labor-pains and 
sickness at the stomach; these 
continued for twenty-four hours, 
when they ceased, and she returned 
to her accustomed occupation. She 
however continued to diminish in 
size, and in the following August 
was no larger than before she 
supposed herself in this situation. 
In the next September I was called 
to her in haste on account of pro- 
fuse uterine hemorrhage, attended 
with labor-pains. Before I arrived 
it had abated ; but something was 
preserved for examination, which 
proved to be a feetus attached to 
its placenta by acord. The foetus 
was one and a half inch long, and 
of corresponding breadth: on it 
was clearly delineated the head 
with the features of the face, the 
arms (to the hand) attached to the 
body, and the lower limbs joined to- 
gether. The cord was about two 
inches in length, and the placenta of 
proportionate size. ‘The foetus and 
placenta were remarkably firm, 
and evinced that they had been 
closely pressed. The time of deli- 
very was within a few days of twelve 
months from the time of conception. 
Boston, July 13th, 1829. 


IV. 

Abridged from the London Weekly Review. 
STATE OF SURGERY IN SIBERIA AND 
ASIATIC RUSSIA, - 

Dr. Henri ve Martius, who 
resided some years in Russia, has 
drawn the following hasty sketch 
of the different methods of cure 
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in use among the Nomadic nations 
of Siberia and Asiatic Russia. 

Baths, and especially vapor 
baths, constitute an important 
part of the external treatment of 
all diseases.—The principal sur- 
gical operation is bloodletting, 
which is performed with any in- 
strument whatever,—with a blunt 
lancet, a scalpel, a bistoury, a 
two-edged needle, or with a pe- 
culiar little knife with three 
points. The Kalmucs make use 
of a kind of fleam, with the cut- 
ting blade of which they open the 
vein, with the assistance of a lit- 
tle iron hammer, with which they 
strike the blow. The Asiatic tribes 
employ a spring instrument, (ar- 
balete,) the dart of which pene- 
trates the vein when they let go 
the spring. In Kamtschatca, the 
vein near the ankle, (vena saphena 
major,) is opened by means of a 
little knife, a bodkin, a needle, 
an awl, &c. 

The application of leeches is 
not unknown to these tribes ; and 
the mode of proceeding is very 
simple. In summer, those who 
are desirous of getting rid of a 
portion of their blood, undress 
themselves and plunge into a ri- 
ver or pond containing leeches ; 
when these animals have sucked 
a sufficient quantity of blood, they 
are made to fall off with a little 
sea-salt. For winter use, the 
leeches are placed with water in 
pits of clay, and the water is al- 
owed to freeze ; when they are 
wanted for use, the ice which 
covers them is melted. 

Scarification, or acupunctura- 
tion, is employed in colic, in al- 
most all tumors and abscesses, 
and in the anthrax of Siberia. 
Yo make incisions, they use 
sharp pieces of broken glass, 
pike’s teeth, muscle shells, &c. 


In angina and difficulty of degluti- 
tion, they pierce the uvula at dif- 
ferent times with a needle or an 
awl. In ophthalmia, the eyelids 
are scarified with little knives, 
or with flattened needles with 
two edges ; a bandage of black or 
green stuff, or a gauze of black 
horse hair, fixed over the eyes, 
serves to soften the too powerful 
impression of the rays of light. 
Tattooing is a cosmetic process 
among the Ostiacs and Tungusians. 

Inoculation for the smallpox has 
been practised: from time imme- 
morial in the Steppes of Asia. 
The Mongoles fasten the crust of 
a variolous pustule over a scratch 
made on the hand or foot. In 
Grucinia and Georgia, they make 
a superficial crucial incision be- 
tween the thumb and fore-finger, 
and, after having wiped away the 
blood, touch the little wound with 
the variolous matter, which they 
preserve in a little box or flask of 
horn; they then cover the whole 
with a piece of cotton. At Bar- 
naoul, at Kiachta, and in the other 
places on the frontiers of the go- 
vernment of Jekoutsk, they intro- 
duce into the nose a wick impreg- 
nated with the variolous matter. 
The Tungusians and Buriats ap- 
ply a layer of the lymph which 
oozes from a variolous pustule to 
the cheek or forehead. 

For cupping, in many countries 
of Russia, they are in the habit of 
applying to the belly cast-iron 
pots, the air within which they 
have rarified by means of a little 
lighted tow ; women and girls 
sometimes employ them for the 

urpose of procuring abortion. 
In the vapor baths they use fric- 
tion with pieces of coarse woollen 
stuff, and flagellation with young 
twigs of birch. Beating with 
sticks or the knout is sometimes 
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22d.—No better. I informed 
Mrs. D.’s friends that I considered 
her in great danger, and wished for 
a consultation. 


of Dr. Brown, of Boston. He saw 


her in consultation this day, and. 


continued to visit her daily with 
me during the remainder of her 
life. He entered into a minute 
examination of her case, and per- 
fectly agreed with me as to its 
nature and mode of treatment. A 
large blister was immediately ap- 
plied to the abdomen, and two 
ounces of the Infus. Senne Comp. 
directed every two hours, and ene- 
mas continued; also the warm bath. 
23d.—We saw the patient again. 
No relief had been obtained. Gave 
Subm. Hyd. et Pulv. Jalap. in 
large doses ; continued enemas. 
24th.—No better. Applied an 
_ emollient cataplasm over the whole 
abdomen, and gave a pill composed 
of Pulv. Jalap. et Subm. Hyd. et 
Ol. Croton, minim one, every four 
hours. Continued enemas. 
25th.—No better. Pills had 
been retained. Gave an injection 
of the Infus. Tabaci: it was 
retained but a short time ; it how- 
ever caused a slight degree of nau- 
sea and dizziness. A solution of 
the Sulph. Soda was given through 
the day, as the stomach would bear. 
26th.—No better. Directed 
Hyd. Subm. 3i.— i. to be given 
every four hours, and enemas 
continued of senna and salts. 
27th.—No better. Gave Ol. 
Ricini et Ol. Terebinth. equal 
parts, as much as the stomach 
would bear, and enemas of the 
same through the day. 
28th.—No better. Much irri- 
tation ; abdomen somewhat enlarg- 
d and tense ; sphincter ani relax- 
ed ; pulse upwards of 100. Gave 
enemas of flaxseed tea with Tinct. 
Opii. 


They made choice 
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29th.— Worse. 


Symptoms of 
inflammation strongly marked ; 
pulse 120 and hard. Bled freely ; 
continued enemas, and gave Tinct. 
Opii, to procure temporary relief, 
as the pain was intolerable ; gave 
also an injection of Decoct. Tabaci. 
80th.——Considered the case as 
perfectly hopeless, and recom- 
mended a palliative course merely, 
which was continued until July 
2d, when she died in great agony. 
Post-mortem Examination. 
Previous to her death, being 
perfectly aware of her situation, 
she very judiciously and composed- 
ly requested me to examine her 
body, and ascertain the cause of 
her extreme suffering and death. 
Accordingly, on the 3d of July, 
about ten hours after her decease, 
I proceeded to an examination, as- 
sisted by my friend Dr. Sprague. 
Dr. Brown was also present. —On 
opening the abdomen, the whole 
intestinal canal, together with the 
omentum, was obviously in a state 
of high inflammation : it was very 
much distended with flatus and li- 
quids of different kinds, which had 
been taken ; it also contained, dis- 
persed throughout its whole extent 
so far as traced, a large quantity 
of green mucus, blended with fe- 
culent matter in a liquid state. 
The intestines were carefully dis- 
sected from the mesentery, and 
accurately examined from the sto- 
mach down to the rectum ; but no 
cause of obstruction was met with, 
until we entered the pelvis. We 
then discovered a firm stricture of 
the rectum: the part appeared 
precisely as though a ligature had 
been passed tightly round the intes- 
tine. On further examination, it 


was found that the calibre of the 
rectum was entirely obliterated ; 
a small probe could not be passed 
through it. 


This stricture could 
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not have been of recent origin, as 
there were no symptoms of recent 
inflammation, either about or below 
it ; in fact, this part of the intesti- 
nal canal was the only part free 
from inflammation. 

Query,—was this stricture oc- 
casioned by an occasional eularge- 
ment of the uterus, or did it arise from 
- accidental and unknown causes ? 
Charlestown, July 13th, 1829. 


II. 
‘Communicated for the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 
CAROTID ANEURISM,— OPERATION. 


Performed at the House of Indus- 
try at South Boston, 


By Winstow Lewis, Jr., M.D. 


Tue subject of the following ope- 
ration was a colored female of 26 
years of age, married, of very in- 
temperate habits, and of an exces- 
sive irritable temperament. Her 
ordinary occupation was that of a 
domestic, but her labors were se- 
vere, and she was accustomed to 
carry heavy weights on her head. 
During an exertion, about five 
months since, to raise a large body 
for the purpose of placing it on her 
head, she thinks she ‘felt some- 
thing give way,”’ was immediately 
faint, and soon after perceived a 
tumor on the left side of her neck. 
This increased slowly, and at times 
caused great pain in the head and 
eyes, with vertigo ; and for some 
time past she has expectorated a 
bloody mucus. For the relief of 
these distressing symptoms, she en- 
tered the House of Industry Feb- 
ruary 25th, 1829. I found, on 


examination, a tumor of the size 
of a pigeon’s egg on the left side of 
the neck, under the angle of the 
jaw, pulsating and exhibiting the 
usual characteristics of aneurismal 
disease. 


I waited for some weeks, to ob- 
serve if any effect might be pro- 
duced on the tumor by the total 
deprivation of ardent spirits, which 
must have so much increased the 
circulating force. I also, during 
this time, applied over it a mode- 
rate compression, and put her upon 
the lowest diet. This was wholly 
ineffectual as regarded the disease, 
but her general health became much 
improved. With Dr. Warren in 
consultation, the operation was ad- 
vised, but during the examination 
to determine the nature of the dis- 
ease, the necessary pressure on the 
tumor for the purpose of emptying 
it, caused such excessive pain and 
excitement that it could not be ef- 
fectually done. However, enough 
could be ascertained to show the 
true character of the tumor, and 
to distinguish it from ordinary 
swellings in that part ; for the tu- 
mor did not move with the larynx 
or trachea, and other indications 
were evident of aneurism of the 
common Carotid. 


Operation, March 9th.—The 
patient was placed in a chair, with 
the head inclined to the right and 
a little bent backwards. The in- 
cision was made over that spot 
where the sterno-cleido-mastoideus 
muscle crosses the omo-hyoideus, 
in the direction of the fibres of the 
tracheal portion of the first named 
muscle. After the common sheath 
was exposed, the patient fainted. 
The operation was completed with- 
out difficulty, except that the inter- 
nal jugular would occasionally in- 
terfere with and cover the artery. 
The patient did not complain of 
any peculiar sensation on tying the 
ligature. The pulsation above im- 
mediately ceased.——Half an hour 
after the operation, she suffered 
from pain on the left side of the 
head and in the region of the tem- 
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poral muscle ; and then, and for 
some time after,asserted that a tooth 
was drawn during the operation. 
March 10th.—Still pain as 
above, and also very severe in the 
two first molar teeth, extending to 
the occiput ; very restless and ir- 
ritable; het had, since last evening, 
a difficulty of swallowing. 
1ith.—Slight delirium yester- 
day ; pain in the head constant ; 
saliva from the affected side ; de- 
glutition painful ; pulse 104. 
12th.— Better ; but while swal- 
lowing feels great vertigo. 
13th.—Ptyalism diminished; ex- 
some bloody mucus. 
xamined the wound, which had 
healed with the exception of the 
place kept open by the ligature. 
25th.—Endeavors to withdraw 
the ligature cause great pain in the 
above-mentioned teeth. 
April 1ist.—Ligature removed 


without further pain in the teeth. 


4th.— Discharged. 

July 1st.—The above patient is 
now in good health, nor has she 
expericnced any inconvenience since 
she left the House. The tumor 
has entirely disappeared. © 

La Grange Place, Boston. 


Communicated for the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 


IRREGULAR GESTATION, 


Al Case exhibiting some singular 
Phenomena in Parturition. 


By Joun Homans, M.D. 


Mr. Epitor,—The following ex- 
traordinary case having recently 
occurred to me, I beg to make it 
public through your Journal. 

In September, 1827, Mrs. N., 
who had been married several 
months, supposed herself pregnant 
from indications which rarely de- 


ceive. From this time until the 
third month, morning sickness at- 
tended her ; she increased in size 
until between the sixth and seventh 
month, when there was an evident 
diminution, so that by the ninth 
month she was not larger than at 
the fourth. At this time she was 
seized with regular labor-pains and 
sickness at the stomach; these 
continued for twenty-four hours, 
when they ceased, and she returned 
to her accustomed occupation. She 
however continued to diminish in 
size, and in the following August 
was no larger than before she 
supposed herself in this situation. 
In the next September I was called 
to her in haste on account of pro- 
fuse uterine hemorrhage, attended 
with labor-pains. Before I arrived 
it had abated ; but something was 
preserved for examination, which 
proved to be a fetus attached to 
its placenta by acord. The fetus 
was one and a half inch long, and 
of corresponding breadth: on it 
was clearly delineated the head 
with the features of the face, the 
arms (to the hand) attached to the 
body, and the lower limbs joined to- 
gether. The cord was about two 
inches in length, and the placenta of 
proportionate size. ‘The fcetus and 
placenta were remarkably firm, 
and evinced that they had been 
closely pressed. The time of deli- 
very was within a few days of twelve 
months from the time of conception. 
Boston, July 13th, 1829. 


IV. 
Abridged from the London Weekly Review. 


STATE OF SURGERY IN SIBERIA AND 
ASIATIC RUSSIA, - 


Dr. Henri ve Martius, who 
resided some years in Russia, has 
drawn the following hasty sketch 
of the different methods of cure 
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in use among the Nomadic nations 
of Siberia and Asiatic Russia. 

Baths, and especially vapor 
baths, constitute an important 
part of the external treatment of 
all diseases.—The principal sur- 
gical operation is bloodletting, 
which is performed with any in- 
strument whatever,—with a blunt 
lancet, a scalpel, a bistoury, a 
two-edged needle, or with a pe- 
culiar little knife with three 
points. The Kalmucs make use 
of a kind of fleam, with the cut- 
ting blade of which they open the 
vein, with the assistance of a lit- 
tle iron hammer, with which they 
strike the blow. The Asiatic tribes 
employ a spring instrument, (ar- 
balete,) the dart of which pene- 
trates the vein when they let go 
the spring. In Kamtschatca, the 
vein near the ankle, (vena saphena 
major,) is opened by means of a 
little knife, a bodkin, a needle, 
an awl, &c. 

The application of leeches is 
not unknown to these tribes ; and 
the mode of proceeding is very 
simple. In summer, those who 
are desirous of getting rid of a 
portion of their blood, undress 
themselves and plunge into a ri- 
ver or pond containing leeches ; 
when these animals have sucked 
a sufficient quantity of blood, they: 
are made to fall off with a little 
sea-salt. For winter use, the 
leeches are placed with water in 
pits of clay, and the water is al- 
lowed to freeze ; when they are 
wanted for use, the ice which 
covers them is melted. 

Scarification, or acupunctura- 
tion, is employed in colic, in al- 
most all tumors and abscesses, 
and in the anthrax of Siberia. 
Yo make incisions, they use 
sharp pieces of broken glass, 
pike’s teeth, muscle shells, &c. 
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In angina and difficulty of degluti- 
tion, they pierce the uvula at dif- 
ferent times with a needle or an 
awl. In ophthalmia, the eyelids 
are scarified with little knives, 
or with flattened needles with 
two edges ; a bandage of black or 
green stuff, or a gauze of black 
horse hair, fixed over the eyes, 
serves to soften the too powerful 
impression of the rays of light. 
Tattooing is a cosmetic process 
among the Ostiacs and Tungusians. 

Inoculation for the smallpox has 
been practised from time imme- 
morial in the Steppes of Asia. 
The Mongoles fasten the crust of 
a variolous pustule over a scratch 
made on the hand or foot. In 
Grucinia and Georgia, they make 
a superficial crucial incision be- 
tween the thumb and fore-finger, 
and, after having wiped away the 
blood, touch the little wound with 
the variolous matter, which they 
preserve in a little box or flask of 
horn; they then cover the whole 
with a piece of cotton. At Bar- 
naoul, at Kiachta, and in the other 
places on the frontiers of the go- 
vernment of Jekoutsk, they intro- 
duce into the nose a wick impreg- 
nated with the variolous matter. 
The Tungusians and Buriats ap- 
ply a layer of the lymph which 
oozes from a variolous pustule to 
the cheek or forehead. 

For cupping, in many countries 
of Russia, they are in the habit of 
applying to the belly cast-iron 
pots, the air within which they 
have rarified by means of a little 
lighted tow ; women and girls 
sometimes employ them for the 
purpose of procuring abortion. 
In the vapor baths they use fric- 
tion with pieces of coarse woollen 
stuff, and flagellation with young 
twigs of birch. Beating with 
sticks or the knout is sometimes 
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practised as a remedy in mental — 


diseases. Setons are very often 
used by the tribes of the Steppes. 
Cauterization with iron or copper 
needles red-hot, with which they 
pierce tumors which have not 
yielded to other means, is some- 
times very efficacious. The moxa 
is one of the means in most fre- 
quent use ; it is made with cotton 
threaa: before applying it, the 
skin is covered witha layer of the 
white of egg, of isinglass, or of 
strong glue. Moxas are also made 
with hemp, flax, and amadou: the 
Kalmucs employ for this object 
the centaury of Siberia, (centau- 
ria Sibirica,) the down of the 
seeds of several species of wil- 
low, &c. The Mongoles, pre- 
vious to the application of the 
moxa, sprinkle the place with a 
thin iayer of potters’ earth or 
clay. The Ostiacs and the Tun- 
gusians prepare the moxa with 
the woolly and yellow fibres which 
are found in the fissures in the 
bark of the birch. In Siberia, 
the down of several species of 
mugwort is employed for the same 
use. To apply the moxa, they 
seek for the least sensible part of 
the skin by means of a burning 
coal, which serves for a trial. 

In very obstinate tetters, and 


in very inveterate itch, many | 


tribes of the Steppes use, in the 
form of cataplasm, a little insect 
akin to the meloe. Aquatic hem- 
lock and mezereon serve as Vesi- 
catories in Siberia. 

Pessaries are made of soap, of 
hardened tallow, or of the flour 
of rye, with simple syrup or ho- 
ney: the Kalmucs form them with 
honey and common salt. In ob- 
stinate constipation they place 
the patient on a sandy and dry 
eminence, and apply to his sto- 
mach a smooth flint, which has 
been made very hot. 
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The principal cosmestics of 
these nations are the fresh juice 
of Solomon’s seal, (convallaria po- 
lygonatum,) decoctions of the bark 
of Daphne mezereum, echinum vul- 
gare, &c. | ay 

The obstetric art comprises 
many very singular practices. 
Amongst the Kalmucs, when the 
child is on the point of being born, 
the midwife gives a signal, by 
which the husband and his friends 
posted near the house are ap- 
prised, and discharge their fire- 
arms: this unexpected explosion, 
and the fright of the mother, are 
supposed to assist in hastening the 
delivery. 

Persons bitten by a tarantula, 
or stung by a scorpion, are first 
drenched with milk, and then 
swathed in a basket, which is 
poised and whirled in the air by 
means of a cord, until abundant 
vomiting and profuse perspiration 
are induced. 


V. 


Communicated for the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 


MEDICAL SPOON. 


2 brief Description of this newly- 
invented Instrument, 


By Rosains, M.D. 


Havine procured one of these 
spoons from the maker, I take 
the liberty to give the profession 
a brief description of it through 
the medium of the Medical Jour- 
nal. The object for which it was 
invented by Dr, A. T. Thomson, 
of London, was to administer me- 
dicine to infants and children, to 
persons so ill as to require food 
or physic whilst in a horizontal 
posture, and to maniacs. 

A general idea of this instru- 
ment may be obtained by compar- 
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ing it to a common spoon covered 
entirely over, excepting only a 
small space near the point through 
which the contained liquid is to 
flow. Ifsuchaspoon were filled, 
its contents would evidently be 
prevented from flowing into the 
mouth by the pressure of the air 
on the exposed surface. This 


When used, the lid C is to be 
closed tight on the liquid which 
has been introduced ; the handle 
is then to be taken between the 
middle and fore fingers of the 
right hand, which fingers should 
press on the guard B ; the thumb 
being then placed on the open 
end of the handle A, the instru- 
ment will be firmly supported. 
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evil is avoided by making the 
handle a hollow cylinder opening 
into the bowl, as represented in 
the engraving below.—For the 
purpose of introducing the mixture 
to be given, more readily into the 
spoon, a lid is fixed into the cover, 
which may be raised and shut 
again at pleasure. 


When the bowl of the spoon is 
introduced into the mouth of the 
child, it should be pressed down 
on the tongue, and the thumb be- 
ing then removed, the medicine 
will flow readily out at D, and 
pass into the stomach. 

The advantages of this inven- 
tion are so obvious as to need no 
illustration. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 


DYSPHAGIA, 
Attended by very unusual and singu- 


lar Circumstances. 
In a late number of the Archives 
Générales de Médecine, is reported a 
singular case of this disease, the pre- 
cise nature of which it was not found 
easy to determine. The patient, a 


man about sixty years of age, while 
swallowing a large piece of meat, 
suddenly experienced a sense of 


stricture, as if the morsel had been 
arrested at the entrance of the ceso- 
phagus. In a short time he began 
to experience a constant desire of 
devlutition, but without the power, 
notwithstanding his continual efforts, 
to swallow the smallest portion of 
saliva or of any liquid which was 
offered him. He was incessantly 
making the motions preparatory to 
the act of deglutition, and when fatigue 
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obliged him to remit these efforts, 
a noise was heard like that of air 
escaping from the cesophagus, In 
the mean time, the respiration and 
speech were perfectly free, and no 
change of form or color could be 
discovered in the pharyox or exter- 
nal part of the neck. A bougie 
which passed freely into the stomach, 
proved also that no obstruction exist- 
ed in the course of the cesophagus. 

The spot pointed out by the pa- 
tient as the seat of the foreign body, 
was precisely that occupied by the 
os hyoides, and the attending surgeon 
was led to suppose from the circum- 
stances present, that some displace- 
ment must have occurred of the ap- 
pendices of this bone. In pursuance 
of this idea, he carried the fore-finger 
of his right hand into the throat of 
the patient, so as to act on the os 
hyoides, while his left hand was 
pressed upon the throat and upon 
the same bone externally. The ef- 
fect was immediate ; the painful sen- 
sation under which the patient had 
been laboring was removed, and he 
at once recovered the power of de- 
glutition. Two years after the same 
individual had a similar attack, and 
the same mode of treatment proved 
equally successful. 

Dr, Ollivier, who reports the case, 
though not attended by himself, 
thinks the best explanation of the 
phenomena to be, that from a violent 
effort of deglutition, the os hyoides was 
carried downwards in such a manner 
that one of its cornua engaged itself 
in the corresponding cornu of the 
thyroid cartilage ; or that its inferior 
cornua being pressed downward and 
approximated to each other, may 
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have become fixed in the space in- 
tervening between the apophyses 
of the thyroid. Such a displacement 
would be rendered possible and even 
likely to happen, by the excessive 
length of the cornua of the hyoid 
bone or of the thyroid apophyses, 
or by any irregularity in the direc- 
tion of these processes, 


HYDROPHOBIA, 


In Rust’s Magazine is the history of 
a case of Hydrophobia in which 
transfusion was tried. A large 
quantity of blood was abstracted 
from the arm, and its place supplied 
by blood from another, It had no 
good effect, and the patient died. 


It appears also by a paper in 
Hufeland’s Journal, that Dr. Mayer, 
of St. Petersburgh, has tried transfu- 
sion in a similar case, and with a like 
unsuccessful result. He took five 
ounces of blood from the arm, and, 
according to Magendie’s plan, a pint 
of water, at 101 degrees, was inject- 
ed into the cephalic vein. During 
the operation, a burning sensation in 
the region of the subclavian was ex- 
perienced by the patient; and the 
pulse afterwards fell from 90 to 60, 
and became very small. This in- 
jection was used five times in about 
two days. A sense of fullness and 
heaviness about the heart was com- 
plained of; a profuse perspiration 
broke out, and the patient died of 
tetanic convulsions, It will be re- 
collected that these spasms are in the 
usual course of the disease, and al- 
though in no degree mitigated by the 
warm water injectiuns, cannot justly 
be attributed to them. 
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in the North American Jour- 
nal is an interesting paper by 
Dr. Rosseau, in which he relates 
three cases in which symptoms re- 
sembling Hydrophobia were pro- 
duced by other causes than the bite 
of a rabid animal. One case is also 
mentioned in which aiman who had 
been bitten on the finger by a dog 
which was afterwards destroyed as 
mad, recovered without any ill con- 
sequences. ‘These cases, and the 
author’s reflections, have convinced 
him that there is no specific virus 
conveyed in the bite of a mad dog, 
capable of producing the train of 
symptoms comprehended under this 
title ; and that where such symptoms 
have followed a wound inflicted by 
this animal, they are to be regarded 
as constituting a variety of tetanus, 
and as caused by the laceration itself. 
Dr. R. thinks that animals are often 
suspected of madness without reason, 
and that the signs of this disease are 
very indeterminate. In common 
with many previous writers, Dr. R. 
views the hydrophobia itself as aris- 
ing from a spasm of the fauces, which 
renders swallowing difficult, and in- 
spires the patient with a horror of 
renewing his efforts to effect it. 


REMEDIAL VALUE OF ARSENIC, 
Tae Journal last quoted contains 
some remarks on this subject by Dr. 
Coxe, who is of opinion that an 
excess of caution has been used in 
the administration of this medicine. 
He quotes a case in which fifty drops 
of the solution were taken three times 
a day by a female without in- 
convenience, and the medicine con- 
tinued at intervals for four years, 
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during which time the whole quanti- 
ty taken exceeded a quart. Dr, C. 
thinks that considerable doses, con- 
tinued for a short period, are more 
effectual and less hazardous, on the 
whole, than smaller quantities perse- 
vered in longer. The good effects 
which have been evinced by this. 
article in cutaneous diseases, parti- 
cularly of aleprous character, entitle 
it, according to Dr. C., to greater 
confidence in these cases than any 
other remedial agent; and it ought, 
in his opinion, to be employed at an 
earlier period than has been usual, 
without obliging the patient to wait 
till every other mode of treatment 
has been exhausted. Our own ex- 
perience with this remedy leads, 
however, to different results, 


HEMATEMESIS, 
Dr. Connie remarks in the same 
Journal, that he considers the proxi- 
mate cause of hemorrhage from 
the stomach to be congestion of 
the capillaries arising from irritation, 
In the treatment of this affection, he 
condemns the metallic astringents as 
decidedly injurious, and recommends 
the use of ipecacuanha in small and 
repeated doses. The good effects of 
this remedy have frequently been 
ascertained by practitioners, and are 
confirmed by the author’s own ex- 
perience, The hemorrhage is in- 
deed frequently arrested by giving a 
scruple or more of the powder so as to 
produce vomiting ; but a better mode 
consists in the repeated exhibition of 
much smaller doses so as to produce 
nausea, Small doses of calomel, 
given in like manner, have also been 
found useful. 
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BOSTON, TUESDAY, JULY 28, 1829. 


JONES ON THE NON-EXISTENCE OF 
MALARIA. 

WE gave last week a relation of the 
‘circumstances attending and conse- 
quent on exposure to marsh miasma- 
ta, with an analysis of the excellent 
work of Dr, M’Culloch on this im- 
portant subject. Although the ef- 
fects and the laws which regulate 
the action of malaria have been hi- 
therto but imperfectly investigated, 
the existence of this latter has been 
generally,—we had thought univer- 
sally,—acknowledged. The pam- 
phlet of Dr, Jones, of Georgia, in 
which he denies its existence, must 
therefure be considered as one of 
the novelties of the day. The no- 
tice we shall take of this Essay will 
amount only to a brief but impartial 
statement of his views, putting far 


from us any attempt to oppose these | 


views, and still farther any endeavor 
to uphold them, 

Touching the history of this Es- 
say,—it was first read before the 
Central Medical Society of Georgia, 
and subsequently sent to Dr. Hays, 
to be published in his American 
Journal of the Medical Sciences. 
Dr. H., after a careful perusal, re- 
turned it to the author, with some 
marginal notes pointing out inaccu- 
racies in the statement of facts, and 
some feeble points in the arguments, 
Dr. H. also wrote to Dr. Jones that 
his motive was to have the essay ap- 
pear as strong and creditable as pos- 
sible, and requesting that it might be 


~ sent back to Philadelphia in time for 


insertion in the next number. All 


_ this, which to us appears extremely 


friendly on the part of Dr. Hays, and 
a mode of procedure highly honora- 
ble to him as a man and as an Edi- 
tor,—the more so since he is himself 
a staunch miasmatist,—was received 
by Dr. J. as evidence of a desire to 
oppose his views, and of an unwil- 
lingness to have the article published 
in the Journal. This latter was 
more particularly inferred from the 
fact that the MS. was returned for 
correction at so late a period as to 
allow but two days, (ample time, we 
should suppose,) for revision and 
correction. Accordingly, as others 
have done before him, Dr. J. issued 
his essay in the popular form of a 
pamphlet, and appended thereto the 
marginal notes of Dr. H., with suita- 
ble replies. : 

In this Essay two propositions are 
clearly stated, viz 


1st. “ That no such deleterious mi- 
asmatic exhalations, so destructive 
to health, exist, except in the imagi- 
nations of speculative theorists,” and, 

2d. “ That moisture, under differ- 
ent states of temperature, acting on 
the human frame under different 
states of the cutaneous functions and 
muscular relaxation, are the sole 
causes [is the sole cause] of inter- 
mittent and remittent bilious fevers.” 
The arguments adduced in support 
of these positions are, as we under- 
stand, the following :—1st. That no 
chemical analysis or process of eu- 
diometry has been able to detect any 
difference in the composition of 


healthy and unhealthy air. 2d. 
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That the agency of cold, particular- 
ly that which is produced by damp- 
ness, in checking perspiration and 
thereby producing fever, is at once 
conformable to reason and demon- 
strated by experience. 3d. That 
intermittents, or what are called ma- 
laria fevers, are most prevalent in 
moist tracts of country, and that 
without any reference to putrefaction 
or collections of stagnant water. 4th. 
That patients affected with intermit- 
tent frequently recover under proper 
treatment, without change of situa- 
tion, which could not be the case if 
the cause of disease existed in the 
atmosphere, because the continued 
application of this cause would ren- 
der all remedies unavailing. 5th, 
That hydrogen gas, to the presence 
of which the noxious quality of ma- 
laria is by many attributed, is not 
capable, under other circumstances, 
of producing intermittent fever. 6th. 
That the necessity of the presence 
of vegetable putrefaction, which is 
contended for by the miasmatists, is 
disproved by the want of vegetation 
io the Campagna di Roma and on the 
Pontine marshes, 


Although Dr. Jones maintains the 
foregoing arguments to have been 
suggested to him solely by his own 
observation, a claim which we cer- 
tainly would not deny, we believe 
most of them to have been advanced 
before, and that Dr. J. might have 
found some of them answered in the 
popular works on this subject. As 
far as we understand Dr¢J., he does 
not himself deny the existence of 
malaria in the strict sense of the 
term, since he admits that it is 
through the medium of the atmos- 
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phere that his morbid agent pro- 
duces its effects. The controversy, 
then, between him and the miasma- 
tists, turns on two questions, The 
first is, whether the presence of ve- 
getable decomposition is necessary 
in order to create this morbid atmos- 
phere ; or whether heat and moisture 
are adequate to its production. This. 
question it is obvious must be decid- 
ed by experience ; on this ground it 
is discussed by Dr. M’Culloch in his 
treatise, page 466—476, and on this 
ground it is also discussed by Dr. 
Jones; but while the latter accuses 
the former of making assertions with- 
out proof, we cannot see that his 
own induction is more extensive or 
his facts more accurately drawn. 


One of the arguments advanced by 
Dr. M’Culloch against the produc- 
tion of malaria by heat and moisture, 
is its non-existence at sea in tropical 
latitudes. Tothis Dr. Jones replies, 
that the cause is to be found in the 
sea-salt ; whereas it has been shown 
by the former author, that salt water 
in similar circumstances is nearly if 
not quite as injurious as fresh, The 
replies made by Dr. J. to other ob- 
jections against his theory, do not 
appear to us more satisfactory, and 
we fear will not satisfy the majority 
of his readers. 


The second point at issue between 
our author and the miasmatists is, 
whether any union exists between 
the atmosphere and its noxious in- 
gredieut, by which the chemical con- 
stitution of the former is altered. 
The negative of this question certain- 
ly gains great support from the ar- 
gument before mentioned as derived 
from analysis ; and to this the mias- 
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‘matist confesses himself unable to 
furnish a full and entire answer. 
‘This, however, is perhaps of less 
importance than might at first ap- 
pear. The doctrine of malaria can 
be but little affected by any specula- 
tions in regard to the nature of the 
combination between the atmosphere 
and the poison. The composition 
of the air is:still involved in mystery, 
not only as regards the mode of ex- 
astence of vegetable effluvia, but even 
ahat of moisture itself. ‘In fact,” 
says a late writer in summing up the 
doctrines of: philosophy on this sub- 
ject, “ little knowledge has yet been 
acquired of the causes of many of 
‘the phenomena of meteorology. It 
iis not yet demonstrated how water 
rises in the air, in what state it exists, 
or how it is condensed.” Even ad- 
mitting, therefore, the adequacy of 
heat and moisture to produce the 
whole effect which Dr. J. ascribes to 
them, we seem hardly to be justified 
in inferring the non-existence of ma- 
Jaria, even in the fullest sense assign- 
ed it by the miasmatists, 

But if Dr, Jones has failed in es- 
tablishing his theory, it must be con- 
fessed that he has adduced in its sup- 
port some ingenious arguments, and 
illustrated it by many curious and 
important facts, Unfortunately, some 
of these last are somewhat loosely 
stated, and in their present form are 
open to contradiction, We noticed 
also some inaccuracies of expression, 
and several grammatical errors, which 
must have occurred in the haste of 
composition, and which Dr. Jones will 
do well to correct in the event of his 
publishing a second edition. 

Finally, with regard to the gene- 


ral question of the nature of malaria, 
we confess ourselves still very much 
in the dark, and unwilling to yield 
an assent to either of the above au- 
thors, That the cause of intermit- 
tents is merely a combination of heat 
and moisture acting under the cir- 
cumstances stated by Dr. Jones, 
seems to be contradicted by the fact 
that in our latitudes, in persons who 
are exposed to the extremes of both 
during oppressive and protracted 
summers, such exposure is never 
known to produce fever and ague ; 
but if the same persons pass ever so 
rapidly through a malaria district, 
that disease is not unfrequently in- 
duced, The same objection will 
apply to Dr. M’Culloch’s doctrine 
that the miasma which produces in- 
termittents is the production of de- 
caying vegetable matter in contact 
with moisture under a certain eleva- 
tion of temperature. On the flats 
which border some parts of our city, 
for example, hundreds of individuals, 
of all descriptions, are exposed week 
after week to this combination during 
the heats of summer, and yet the ef- 
fects ascribed to such exposure are 
not produced.—It cannot be replied 
that it is necessary to these effects 
that the air thus poisoned should act 
on a system modified by a southern 
climate ; for the individuals last al- 
luded to, after resisting this noxious 
atmosphere, are apt to be attacked 
by intermittents if they pass through 
a malaria district. The worst cases 


of the disease we northerners have 
to manage, are not in constitutions 
formed under the influence of a tro- 
pical sun, but in our own men and 
women, who have contracted the 
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disease whilst passing in the haste of 
business, or the still greater expedi- 
tion of what they call pleasure, 
through the regions of marsh mias- 
mata s—persons who have inhaled the 
poison in a single hour, whilst whis- 
tling for want of thought on the 
box of a stage-coach, or quietly 
sleeping on the deck of a canal boat. 
With regard to the effects of ma- 
laria, the profession has been greatly 
enlightened: by the labors of Dr. 
M’Culloch ; its nature still remains 
enveloped in too much mystery. 


BLISTERS IN ABORTION. 


WE noticed last week, among our 
Sketches, a case recorded by Dr. 
Belden, in the last New York Med. 
and Phys. Journal, in which abortion 
appeared to be prevented by the es- 
tablishment of an issue from a blis- 
tered surface. We have since re- 
ceived the following note, confirming 
this view of the subject, from a va- 
lued correspondent at Lynn. 
To the Editors of the Boston Medical and 
gical Journal. 

Honor to whom honor is due. 
Gents.—The fact communicated in 
the Journal of this day’s date res- 
pecting the efficacy of issues in pre- 
venting abortion, is by no means 
new, as may be seen by refereace to 
“ the thirteenth edition” of Marryat’s 
“Art of Healing,” page 240, pub- 
lished in Bristol, England, 1792; 
from which the following extract is 
made, and is at your service. 


“The cure [of Abortion].—Pre- 
vention is all we are capable of in 
these cases. Where there is a prone- 
ness to miscarry, from a laxity of the 
muscular fibres, or if she has miscar- 
ried before, it will be necessary to 
use the same regimen as that recom- 
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mended under Weakness of the So- 
Lips, and to keep an issue constantly 
open. I knew a lady who miscar- 
ried twice, then opened an issue, and 
while it continued had three living 
children; she then suffered it to dry 
up, and again miscarried ; it was cut 
again shortly after, and she bore five 
strong and healthy children, Her 
issue then dried up spontaneously, 
after which she miscarried. three: 
times successively, 

July 21st, 1829. 


ROOTS AND HERBS. 


An advertisement in the Virginia 
Phoenix, headed “ The New York 
Medical Academy,” caught our eye 
this morning, and gave us the first 
intimation we had received of the 
efforts making to reform, among oth- 
er things, the science of medicine. 
A number of Root-and-Herb Doctors, 
it seems, have combined together for 
this inconceivable purpose, and are 
about opening a Medical School im 
the city of New York! This is in- 
deed a rare specimen of high life 
below stairs.— These gallant reform- 
ers cry not so much intrigue and 
corruption, as murder ! 
the lancet, and the knife,” they pro- 
claim to be “ evidently fatal to mul- 
titudes;” and against these three 
dangerous enemies they have waged 
an open war. Had these valiant doc- 
tors aimed only to reform the prac- 
tice of medicine, their object would 
have been laudable, however ridicu- 
lous the measures they might take to 
accomplish it; but this purpose is 
altogether too contracted to satisfy 
the aspirings of great minds; the 
Root-and-Herb Doctors have under- 
taken to reform the Science itself, as 
if the great principles of Science 
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were capable of being reformed by 
them, any more than those of Natural 
‘Philosophy or Moral Government. 
The modesty, however, with which 
their object is set forth, is in perfect 
keeping with ‘that displayed in other 
parts of thé notice. 

It seems by the above-mentioned 
notice, that this reform has been 
brewing about forty years, but no- 
thing very permanent was effected 
until the year 1827, when an indivi- 
dual, overpowered by his wonderful 
development of the organ of benevo- 
lence, and tender-hearted withal and 
not over fond of filthy lucre, became 
deeply impressed with the murderous 
iniquity of all regularly-educated 
medical practitioners ;—-horror-struck 
with the waste of human life and 
happiness occasioned by the pre- 
scriptions of the learned, intelli- 
gent, and experienced members of 
the faculty, he “ procured a lot of 
ground, and erected a handsome and 
convenient edifice, for an institution 
denominated The United States 
Infirmary,” where the Science of Me- 
dicine might be reformed, and the 
Root-and-Herb system exclusively 
adopted. Adjoining this United States 
Infirmary, or Root-and-Herb Steepe- 
_ ry, as it might with more propriety be 
cailed, “a large aud commodious” edi- 
fice has been since erected for a Vege- 
table Medical School, which is to be 
opened,we are told, in November next. 
_ At this Scoot or Rerorm are to 
be taught, in addition to the reformed 
doctrines, all the necessary branches 
taught at other schools; and yet 
things are to be so managed as that 
the student “ may acquire a know- 
ledge of both in less than one half 
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the time, and with half the expense, 
that is required at other Medical In- 
stitutions” | How this is to be effect- 
ed we know not, unless it be by a spe- 
cies of enchantment, to be exercised, 
perhaps, by some magic rod. 

But these redoubtable reformers 
do more ; they guarantee employment 
to their pupils after they leave the 
school, and that too “with a gene- 
rous 

At the Root and Herb. Steepery, 
“there will be no specified time to 
complete a course of study,” but 
when a diploma is given, it “ will 
have a decided advantage over every 
other”!!! Bravo! It will doubt- 
less throw the diplomas of Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Balti- 
more, entirely in the back-ground ; 
and as for those from the Universities 
of London, Paris, and Edinburgh, 
they will be mere brown paper com- 
pared to those from the Roots 
and Herbs. The reason of this is 
obvious. The former only indicate 
the qualification of a gentleman to 
assume the prerogatives of the pro- 
fession; the latter do more,—they 
ensure him employment. 


DR. GODMAN’S ADDRESSES. 
Dr. Gopman, of Philadelphia, is 
about publishing by subscription a 
collection of Addresses delivered by 


him on various occasions; with an 


Appendix containing an explanation 
of the “Injurious Effects of Ticur 
Lacine on the Organs of 
&c.” 

This author is known as a person 


of uncommon merit, especially in 


the departments of Natural History 
and Anatomy. All his productions 
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bear the stamp of genius. It is to 
be expected that he will present in 
a strong light the facts connected 
with a subject interesting to the me- 
dical profession and important to 
the community. 


The proposed Addresses will form J 


an octavo volume. The subscription 
price is two dollars. A subscription 
paper is left at Mr. Carter’s book- 
store, corner of School Street. 


SORE NIPPLES. 


Mr. North, the scientific conductor 
of the Medical and Physical Jour- 
nal, says he has found the following 
composition a very efficacious topi- 
cal remedy for sore nipples :— 


Take of Gum Arabic Powder, half an 
ounce ; 
Alum, five grains. 


The alum, being reduced in a glass 
mortar to a fine powder, is to be well 
mixed with the gum arabic powder. 
This composition is to be applied to 
the parts affected, (previously dried 
by soft linen,) every time after suck- 
ling, by means of a camel-hair pencil, 
The nipple, after being covered with 
the powder, should be protected 
against the friction of the clothes by 
a shield of some kind,—many being 
in common use. The best we are 
acquainted with, is a short glass tube 
made expressly for the purpose, and 
sold by Mr. Charles White, Apothe- 
cary, in this city. 


Dentition in an old Man, and 
Death in Consequence.—An old man 
of the age of 75 years, consulting Dr. 
Jahn, at Menington, told him that he 
was about to cut a new tooth, which 

ewas already bursting through the 
gum, and that this late dentition was 
hereditary in his family. On exa- 
mining the mouth, the Doctor per- 
ceived an enlargement of the gum 
at the place of the last molar tooth, 
on the left side of the lower jaw, and 
further back a protuberance formed 
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by the new tooth.’ A short time 
after, the old man was attacked with 
a violent affection of the brain, under 
which ne died. On examination af- 
ter death, an inundation of watery 
liquid was found on the brain. The 
new tooth was extracted from the 
jaw: it was perfectly formed, but 
small, and had very short roots. 


Eruption of the Measles on one 
Side only of the Body.—A child, 
from the time of its birth until it was 
a year old, had perspired on only 
one side of his body. This singular 
anomaly had disappeared under the 
continual application of warm baths. 
In an epidemic of measles, the child 
was attacked with that disorder, but 
the eruption only showed itself on 
that side of the body, which, from 
the beginning, had enjoyed the great- 
est share of vital activity. 

Rust’s Magazine. 


New Mode of Vaccinating.—In 


the hope of rendering vaccination a 


- More certain preservative against the 


attacks of smallpox, M. Jahn vacci- 
nates his patients on the thighs as 
well as the arms, in such a manner as 
to produce from twenty-four to thir- 
ty-six pustules. The fever which 
succeeds te this operation is repre- 
sented as very strong, but as never 
having been attended with grave or 
dangerous symptoms, 


Hospital Reports.—In this Jour- 
nal will henceforward be published, 
reports of interesting cases and opera- 
tions which may occur at the United 
States Marine Hospital at Chelsea, as 
well as the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, These reports will be 
prepared by the Medical and Surgi- 
cal Officers of these Institutions, 


REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, 
The week ending July 17, at noon. — 
Of croup, 1—consumption, 6—delirium tre- 
mens, 1—infantile, 2—intemperance, 1—liver 


complaint, 1—measles, 3—old age, 1—sudden, 
1. Males, 9—females, 8. Total, 17. 
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OUR OWN AFFAIRS. 


Ir has been suggested to us by seve- 
ral gentlemen that it would be an im- 
provement in the plan of this Jour- 
nal, if it were to come out only on 
the 1st and 15th of every month in- 
stead of weekly, and each number 
contain two sheets instead of one. It 
would appear, say they, more respect- 
able.—We are fully of the same opi- 
nion; and have to add that such a 
change would very considerably les- 
sen our editorial labors, and be a sav- 
ing of expense to the publishers. 


The subscribers, however, derive 
advantages from the present form and 
arrangement which seem to make it 
our duty to resist the temptation of 
amore respectableappearance. Ad- 
vances in medical science are made 
known, not only more speedily than 
they would be by the proposed plan, 
but in quantities better suited to the 
short intervals of leisure enjoyed by 
medical practitioners, and the work 
comes to them at a lower rate. In its 
present form, the Journal pays only 
newspaper postage ; if the other me- 
thod of publication were adopted it 
would pay painphlet postage, which is 
nearly double the amount for every 
sheet. If again it were covered, which 
would be in a manner necessary under 
such circumstances, the postage of 
still another sheet would be added, 
making the anoual amount of postage 
alone to those who reside more than 
100 miles from Boston, more than 
half as much as the present subscrip- 
tion price,—a consideration of no 
little importance to distant Subscrib- 
ers,—an evidence also of the extreme 
cheapness of this Journal, as well as 
of the expediency of retaining its 
present form, 

We feel ourselves obligated, there- 
fore, although in opposition to our 
own private interest and wishes, to 
continue the present arrangement, and 
if any improvements are made, en- 


perienced practitioner. 


deavor to make them, in the true spirit 
of the age, not external but internal. 


Tne subscriber, formerly agent for the 
Proprietors of the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, having become the 
purchaser and sole Proprietor of this work, 
informs those who are indebted for the 
first volume, that immediate payment of 
their subscription has become necessary 
in order to the proper settlement of his 
accounts with the former proprietors. He 
therefore requests that upon the receipt 
of this notice, the amount due according 
to the bill sent at the close of the volume, 
may be transmitted. 
JOHN COTTON. 


BOOKSELLERS, PUBLISHERS, and 
AUTHORS, are informed, that by trans- 
mitting to the Editor, free of expense, 
a copy of such works as they may write 
or publish on subjects interesting to the 
medical profession, they will be entitled 
to a notice of such works in the pages of 
this Journal. | 


CARTER & HENDEE, 
Corner of Washington and School Streets, 


AVE recently published and for sale, 
LECTURES ON ANATOMY, 
SURGERY AND PATHOLOGY, includ- 
ing Observations on the Nature and Treat- 
ment of Local Diseases—delivered at St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, by Joan ABER- 
NETAY, F.R.S. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

The estimation in which the opinions 
of the celebrated teacher in the School of 
St. Bartholomew’s is held, must render 
the present volumes invaluable to the 
student, while it will equally serve asa 
work of reference to the elder branches of 
the profession, containing, as it does, the 
views and opinions of one whose life has 
been spent in instruction, and whose tal- 
ents and acquirements are no less admired ° 
than respected. 

Nor is the value of the volume confined 
either to the medical fyro or the more ex- 
The popular 
reader, from the plain, lucid and colloqui- 
al style of the Lectures, will derive both 
pleasure and instruction from the perusal, 
while the general contents yield a body, 
of information not to be met with in works 
of this description, and which will render 
it in families a book of familiar consulta- 
tion and reference. July 28. 


Published weekly, by Joun Cotton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.——Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if mot paid within taree months, and. four dollars if 


not paid within theyear. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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